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Fall Drama Prespects 


Be Your Age-New comedy by Reginali Denham and Mary Orr, will open in New Yerk Octo- 
ber 30th, according to present plans of preducers Alexander Cohen and Joseph Kipness. 
Conrad Nagel, Loring Smith, Betty Lynn and Donn Murray are featured.e Tryouts are sche- 
duled at sumer theatres during month of September with a Boston opening planned 
October 13th. 


Summer Tryouts 


The Gypsies Wore High Hats- Joseph Kramm's new comedy drama, starring Sylvia 
Sidney and Stephen Bekassy, began its pre-Broadway tour at Falmouth, Mass, Playhouse. 
Diaz, Variety, praised script as poignant, though first act needs rewriting...If Yeu 
Win-Andrew Vaughey's new farce debut at Brookfield Center, Conn, Playhouse, panned by 
Rice, Post, as deadly dull and unfunny...NBC Leon Pearson hopes Here's Mama, adapta- 
tion of TV show starring Peggy Wood, will be brovght to Broadway...A Murder in the 
Family-Victor Wolfson's adaptation of a French comedy tried out at Stockbridge, Mass, 
Playhouse, won adiration of Russ, Variety, as box office winner for the sephisticated 
---Cast and staff of No Casting Today, an original “Revusical" presented at Spring 
Lake, NJ, Playhouse, proved to Vern, Variety, that no musical should be produced in a 
week's timec 


Strawhat Visits 


Stroughton family, preducers of Jennerstown, Pa, Playhouse, praised by Rice, 
Post, for bringing theatre alive to section of country where it has long been de- 
clared deade Playhouse, located between Pittsburgh and Johnstewn, runs each show for 
two weeks with their regular stock compsny, which drama editor labeled superior. 
Richard Je Hughes, Jr. is director...Music Circus Tent productions that start out 
their season with The Desert Song can't miss, St.John Terrell revealed to Sylvester, 
News. Other sure hit the Lambertville, NJ, Music Circus preducer relies on is Show 
Boat...Film star Dana Andrews is merely a beginner as far as being a theatre actor, 
Rice, Post, discovered after viewing Princeton, NJ, Theatre production of The Glass 
Menagerie. 


Hits Revisited 


Third viewing of The King and I convinces Watts, Post, that he was fully justi- 
fied in using word “masterpiece” in his original review. Celeste Holm in lead showed 
a better voice than Gertrude Lawrence, but lacked the regular's subtlety. Yul Bryn- 
ner's performance remains a brilliant and memorable characterization...Chicago com-= 
peny of Guys and Dells, headed by Jeanne Bal, Allan Jenes and Julie Oshins, is moh 
improved since their San Francisco tryout, comments Morehouse, World Telegram & Sun. 
While Joan Bennett'comes through delightfully in Chicago edition of Bell, Book an 
Candle. 


Theatre Freedom Threatened 


Theatre industry must realize that the threat to freedom of the theatre has be- 
gun, warns Cue critic Gabriel in Nation article. Actions in past season which point- 
ed this out included picketing of Tovarich, out of town attacks on Born Yesterday, 
angry letters to NY critics about The Male Animal and neme calling of theatre people 
before congressional committees. End result of dangerous nonsense may be public's 
staying away in disgusted droves, critic warned. 


Opyrig y ToM-Kraus, Avenue, early 
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D - Daily W - Weekly M - Monthly B - Breadcast 
DT - NY Times DJC - Journal of Commerce WCM - Chre Science Moniter 
DH - NY Herald Tribune DWJ - Wall Street Journal Wc - Commonweal 

DN - NY News DWW - Women's Wear WCU - Cue 

DM - NY Mirror ; WB - Billboard WN - Nation 

DC - NY Cempass Wy - Variety WNR - New Republic 

DP - NY Pest WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 

DJ - NY Journal American WGN - George Jean Nathan WNY - New Yorker 

DW - NY Werld Tele-Sun WWM - Ward Morehouse WSR - Saturday Review 

DB - Brooklyn Eagle BC - WCBS Bill Leonard Wr - Time 

DL - L.I.Press BL - New Leader-WEVD MP - Park East 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. “"Se-se" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show fer 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROS: 19 CON: DH DP WGM WWM BL WC WNY 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 
GUYS AND mene oe 50 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON:. WN 
THE MALE ANIMAL-4/30/52 PROS: 27 NONE: WGN MP WNR 
THE MOON IS corn ug PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 PROS: 20 CON: DM DJ BC BL WNR WT WGN NONE: WNR MP 
PAL JOEY-1/3/52 PROS: 25 CON: BL NONE: WNR 
NEW FACES OF 1952-5/16/52 PROS: 25 CON: DP WI WGN NONE: WN WNR 
A NIGHT IN ke PROS: 20 CON: DC WSR NONE: WGN WNR BC WT MP 
POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNR WT 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 
TOP BANANA~-11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL NONE: WCM WN WWR WSR 


WISH YOU WERE HERE-6/25/52 PROS: DN DC DB DL DJC WV BL 
CON: DT DH IM DP DJ DW DWJ WB WW WC WCU WNS WY WSR WT 
NONE: DWW WCD WGN BC WC WN WNR MP 


' Off Broadway ' 


Fall schedule of Theatre de Lys first season announced. Frankie and Johnnie, 
musical version of folk tale by John Husten, opens September 25th. Sodom, Tennessee, 
epens Octeber 27. East Lynn epens November 24. Salome opens December 24. Alfred 
Savior's Masquersde epens January 19. February preduction will be a passion play, 
The Fable of Betrayal. The Decreux Treupe will be presented starting March 15. 

April preduction will be The Man With a Couch. Seasen's final production starts June 
8, Debarau. Theatre operated at 121 Christepher Street by Williem De Lys will rm on 
a club membership plan. 


Hamilten-Bruders Productions epens summer season at Amate Theatre with Angel 
Street August 21...Amata Opera Group resumes free perfermances September 12. Audi- 
tions for chorus held Tuesdays...Circle in Square production of Tennessee Willies 
Summer and Smoke passed Breadway preduction record ef 103 performances...Greenwich 
Wews Theatre, currently running Shaw's Widower's Houses, seeking new scripts...Drema- 
tist Ferum received 50 chairs fer Thursday night meetings at Amate Theatre...Kelly 
Danferd, Ohie Wesleyan University directer of epera, joined American Savoyards troupe. 
Saraband fer a Saint, new play by Gordon Hall, will be presented in chancel of St. 
Wartin's Protestant Episcepal Church, 200 Lenex Avenue, September 28...Voice ef America 
recorded Children's Theatre Workshep members discussion of play preduction. 


Cumlative NYC Ratings ' 


SEASON FORECASTS...Sixty-nine plays and 24 musicals already promised for coming Bread- 
way season are hopeful signs of a good 1952-53 season, agree Variety and Bill- 
board. Many authors who have been absent for several terms are represented. So 
far only three openings have been scheduled for September. Francis, Billboard, 
blames late start on tightness of "angel" money. Watts, Post, notes little rea- 

son to believe next season will be any better than the past one. 


COOPERATIVE THEATRE...Idea provoking cooperative theatre production plan outlined by 
Pal Joey producer Julie Styne to Shanley, Times. Twenty producers would pool 
backing to allow 40 shows a season. Producer would recoup losses of a flop by 
having interests in other shows. Five million dollars for a five year plm is 

sought. Rodgers, Hammerstein, Hayward, Bloomgarden, Gordon and Theatre Guild 

are producers Styne would like in plan. 


BETTING TIPSe..Two's Company producers will bet that Bette Davis will open in musical 
for which rehearsals start September 8th, hears Cue...John Golden will refund 
ticket price to The Male Animal customers who deny his theatre is degrees cooler, 
reports Farrell, WT&sS. 


JEHLINGER OBITS...American Academy of Dramatic Arts dean was a tyrant of excellence, 
recalls Kingdon, Post. His students sometimes knew tears under his lash, but 
they always knew at last the exultation of the art in their craftsmanship...The 
famed acting teacher will be greatly missed arowd Hotel Plaza, notes Morehouse, 
WT&Se He spent many hours in lobby chairs, watching the passing parade. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Rebirth of smusing, warm, popular little comedies without mes- 
sages to deliver would be a pleasant thing, sighs Burr, Playbill...Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, and McClain, Journal American, cheered by anonymous Spelvin, Theatre 
Arts, for fine work during their first year. Kerr's main fmlt, says Mr. S, 
was writing reviews from backstage viewpoint, while McClain's was noticeable in- 

nocence of recent theatrical history. 


MAIL BOX..-The Fourposter cast of Burgess Meredith and Betty Field explained that re- 
cent Saturday matinee was cancelled because cooling system breke dew, not lack 
of patrons. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Hew often have you had stage fright, Jemail, News, asked actors 
from current shows. Vivienne Segal, Pal Joey, always gets scared stiff on epen- 
ing night and the first Saturday matinee. Joe Lautner, New Faces, suffered only 
ence, during his wedding ceremony. Alice Ghostley, New Faces, admits she has 
stage fright at each and every performance. June Carroll, New Faces, worried in 
Philadelphia tryout of show, but not in NY...Bill Mullikin, New Faces, only has 
stage fright the first minute of the opening. Virginia de Luce, New Faces, has 
no trouble with stage fright at all. Th 


Point of No Return reopened after five week vacation...7:00 PM Monday curtains 
start September 6th at The King and I, Guys and Dells, Pal Joey, Fourposter, Wish You 
Were Here and The Male Animal...Paint Your Wagon tour planned by Wolfe Kaufman, press 
agent, and John York, general manager...Shuffle Along, which is raising money fer re- 
opening, plans te open in Detroit soon...Subway circuit, founded in 1940 by Jules 
Leventhal, goes out of existence with closing of Jamaica Theatre, rising costs the 
reason...Gertrude Lawrence returned to The King and I...Script of The Betrayal, new 
play about Hiss case to be produced by press agent Joseph Heidt, will be checked by 
Senator Nixon. 


' Green Room Department ' 
' Theatre News Roundup ' 


TV & RADIO..-ANTA planning fall TV series of one act plays with top directors 
and actors...Half Hour of A Night In Venice televised on clesed circuit to Theatre TV 
men considering project...NBC Critic at Large, with Leon Pearson, now heard at 3:45 
PM Sundays...Walter Fried has exclusive TV rights for all plays written by French 
Dramatists Guild...Weekly TV version of New Faces of 1952 planned...CBS TV "Omnibus" 
to present original plays by Maxwell Anderson... Twenty-four half hour plays to be 
written and preduced for TV by William Saroyan...Life with Father series may be on 
TV...Chemberlain Brown planning TV show based on American theatre history...Blackouts 
will be dene on first Ken Murray CBS TV shew. 


RECORDS...Of Thee I Sing original cast album by Capitel released despite show's 
felding...New Directions to distribute records of writers reading frem owm work, 
first group includes Tennessee Williams...Title song of Wish You Were Here moving 
into hit class with five records already...RCA Victor recorded Old Vic production of 
Macbeth, with Alec Guinness and Pamela Brown...Danny Thomas to make RCA album of The 
Jazz Singer. 


FILMS...Seventy-five Broadway actors have been signed for speaking roles in 20th 
Century Fex "Taxi"...Billy Rose has bought movie rights to Carmen Jones...MGM bought 
Kiss Me Kate...Gabriel Pascal will produce First Drama Quartette production of Don 
Juan in Hell...20th-Century Fox considering film on life of George Jessel...RKO plar- 
ning musical version of Rain...Warner's making musical of A Slight Case of Murder... 
Leonard Sillman and Walter Chrysler, Jr, New Faces of 1952, joined with Michael 
Powell to produce films and plays in Inglend...Parsamount has scheduled Bob Hope and 
Bing Crosby for Guys and Dolls film...Redgers & Hammerstein deny report they are 
planning msical version of "Father of the Bride," says Kilgallen...Thomas-Todd Pro- 
ductions have rented Broadway Theatre from Shuberts for public exhibition of 
"“Cinerama," a new three dimensional process. 


BOOKS..."Italian Theatre Annual" published for first time in ten years lists 
plays of 1950-1951 season...Kronenberger, Time, signed with Bobbs-Merrill for book 
on survey of domestic manners of Americans...Brown, Saturday Review, writing "Daniel 
Boone" for Random House..."The Spice of Variety," published in November by Henry Holt 
reprints 50 pieces from trade journal's anniversary numbers...Sylvester, News, op= 
tioned new novel "Indisn Summer" to Jose Ferrer for possible stage presentation. 
Drama editor's "Dream Street" started in production at Warner's..."The Theatre Dic- 
tionary" by Wilfred Granville, published by Philosophical Library, tabbed a fine werk 
ef research by Laurie, Variety. 


Bern Hoffman subbed for BeSePully, Guys and Dells, during latter's one week va- 
catione..Allison, Herald Tribune, plays Iead in Season in the Sun at Virginia Beach, 


THEATRE FANS DRAMA STUDENTS 


PRODUCERS LITTLE THEATRES LIBRARTES 


Perfect theatre gift 52 weeks a year is "Critical Digest." Complete Breadway 
coverage and exclusive reports; sumer features tryouts and digests of famous hits, 
$10 a year, three one year subscriptions $25. Critical Digest, 505 Sth Ave NY 17. 


' Random Drama Notes ' 

* ' Legit Stuff 
TEACHERS 

ACTORS ANGELS 


